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Gabungan Industri

Kendaraan Bermotor Indonesia
GAIKINDO The Association of Indonesia Automotive Industries
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Foreign Vessels Welcomed to Fish Natuna Through Joint Companies

Chief Security Minister Luhut Pandjaitan declared foreign countries like China may conduct fishing
activities in the sea surrounding the Natuna Islands, but a joint company formed with a local

Indonesian representative will be required before doing so.

“[They can] go ahead, vessels from any country are welcome but must form a joint company [with

an Indonesian representative],” Luhut said in Jakarta on Wednesday (20/07).

He said the government will open its doors to investors from any part of the world, which will benefit
the country, but it must be in accordance with the local rules and regulations, as Natuna is within

Indonesian sovereign territory.

“Our fishermen from the Java Sea will be relocated to the [Natuna Sea] because the North Java Sea
is beginning to run out of fish. We will push them because it is still good [in the Natuna Seal,”

he added.

When asked about the South China Sea dispute ruling of the International Court in The Hague,
Netherlands, Luhut emphasized that the decision is in Indonesia's favor as it nullifies China's call
regarding their "nine-dash-line," which also covers parts of Indonesia's exclusive economic zones in

Natuna waters.

“We have no problem there. Since the beginning, [it is clear that] Natuna is part of Indonesian

territory,” Luhut concluded.
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